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FOCUS: The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
What issues are being addressed in this book?  

THE RIGHT TO BE TREATED FAIRLY NO MATTER HOW OLD YOU ARE 

•	 Discrimination based on age

•	 Unfair or unequal treatment

•	 Levels of government (concerning rules and laws)

•	 Rights and responsibilities (local, regional)

•	 The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms: “Every individual is 
equal before and under the law and has the right to equal protection 
and	equal	benefit	of	the	law	without	discrimination	and,	in	particular,	
without discrimination based on...age.” (Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms, s 15(1) Part I of the Constitution Act, 1982, being Schedule B to 
the Canada Act 1982 (UK), 1982, c 11.)

•	 How to affect change (people’s voice, media, boycotts)

Curriculum Objective: Grade 5
Social Studies:  

The Role of Government and 
Responsible Citizenship

•	 B1.1 Students will assess the 
effectiveness of actions taken by 
one or more levels of government 
to address an issue of national, 
provincial/territorial, and/or local 
significance

•	 B1.2 Students will create a plan of 
action to address a social issue of 
local, provincial/territorial, and/or 
national	significance

•	 B2.1  Students will formulate 
questions to guide investigations 
into social and/or environmental 
issues in Canada from various 
perspectives

•	 B3.1 Students will describe the 
major rights and responsibilities 
associated with citizenship in 
Canada
 (from 2013 The Ontario Curriculum: Social 
Studies Grades 1 to 6 Ministry of Education for 
Ontario, page 112-114)

Curriculum Objective: Grade 5
 Language:  Analysing Texts

•	 1.7 Students will analyse texts and 
explain how various elements in 
them contribute to meaning (e.g., 
character development, plot 
development, mood, theme...).

Language: Speaking to 
Communicate

•	 2.3  communicate orally in a clear, 
coherent manner, presenting 
ideas, opinions, and information in 
a readily understandable form

•	 2.4 Use appropriate words and 
phrases from the full range of their 
vocabulary, including inclusive 
and non-discriminatory language, 
and stylistic devices suited to the 
purpose, to communicate their 
meaning accurately and engage 
the interest of their audience.
(from 2006 The Ontario Curriculum Grades 1-8: 
Language, Ministry of Education for Ontario, 
page 95)

 



Preview:
•	 Discuss with the class the concepts of age versus maturity and the role of 

discrimination. Do you need to be a certain age to have certain rights? 
Brainstorm ideas about different kinds of rights and the role age can play 
with the class and record student responses on an anchor chart or graphic 
organizer.  Show a picture of different age groups and see what the students 
assume about each one (e.g., a baby, a child, a teenager, an adult, a 
senior citizen) and then discuss why they made these assumptions.  Discuss 
how rights about people based on age are formed and what determines 
the age at which certain rights are granted (eg., right to safety, right to drive, 
right to vote).

•	 Discuss the concept of being actively involved and informed of political 
issues. Do you have to wait until you can vote to be involved and informed in 
political debates? Why or why not?

•	 Discuss the importance of rules and responsibilities in the classroom, at 
home, in society, including how rules are formed and how they are changed 
or	modified.		This	will	include	a	discussion	about	the	different	jurisdictions	
and responsibilities of various levels of organizations and governments 
(i.e., students, teachers, parents, administrators, school boards, Ministry of 
Education).		A	flow	chart	or	tree	diagram	can	be	developed	as	a	key	visual.

•	 Review in many ways and in various subjects the various elements of style 
such	as	word	choice,	similes,	personification,	comparative	adjectives,	
building class anchor charts to help students build vocabulary and 
understanding of literary style.  Included in this are guided writing and 
shared writing lessons where, through direct instruction, a variety of different 
sentence structures are examined.

Learning Activation
•	 Read the story to the class. Use Shared Reading and Think Aloud methods 

to encourage student connections with the story.  Record any questions or 
thoughts on anchor charts to be used later for discussion and reference.

•	 Review the class discussion on the concept of age versus maturity and the 
role of discrimination.  Explore any new examples that the students think of 
and analyse whether they are fair. Introduce The Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms as an important document written to protect the rights and 
freedoms of all Canadians. Read the excerpt from The Charter (see page 27) 
to	the	class,	discuss	what	is	meant	by	“equal	protection	and	equal	benefit	
of the law without discrimination” and post on the bulletin board with the 
student reading and writing responses (see assignments below).

•	 Discuss how the author makes the issue of discrimination easy for children 
to	understand	(i.e.,	personification	of	the	grapes,	use	of	rhyme,	sentence	
structure, adjectives, colourful pictures, use of vocabulary).  Build reference 
anchor charts with the students for later creative writing tasks using two or 
more of these techniques. Sample question: “What literary techniques did the 
author use to make you empathize with the character? “

•	 Discuss why Alexander felt that he had “learned a very important lesson that 
summer” (see page 26) and have the students create a graphic organizer to 
record the discussion about the lessons he had learned.

•	 Explore with the class the rights and responsibilities people in Canada have 
to be good citizens (i.e., equal protection and treatment under the law, 
freedom of speech, of religion, the right to vote; to respect the rights of 
others, to participate in the electoral process and political decision making, 
to improve their communities, to respect the law).  Sample questions: “What 
are the rights of a citizen in Canada? What does it mean to be a good 
citizen? What are your responsibilities as a member of this class? As a citizen 
of Canada?”

Assignments:
•	 Reading Response: Have the students answer the fourth question from the 

back of the book in their Reading Response notebooks.  Remind them that 
they need to consider the rights of people from all age groups, including 
those who are younger and older. “What can you do to make sure that 
younger and older people are considered and respected in your life?” (see 
page 28)

•	 Writing Response: Why is it important to be informed about and involved 
in politics even if you can’t vote? Use these responses to evaluate student 
understanding of the importance of one’s voice and opinion being 
considered as a Canadian citizen. 
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Projects:  
•	 Visual Arts: Have each student create campaign posters as if they were 

running for the position of Leader of the Grape Assembly. Students should 
consider the most effective manner of conveying their message and image 
(i.e., campaign goals, effective use of language, colour scheme, and 
graphics).		Consider	using	the	first	Language	Arts	project	listed	below	when	
developing the campaign poster. Use a student rubric to aid in design 
elements, colour selection, lettering, and message (reference the Ontario 
Visual Arts curriculum document).

•	 Language Arts and Social Studies: Have students work in groups of 4 or 5 
to argue one of four different policies: 1) The age limit to vote should be 
lowered to 16; 2) The age limit to vote should stay the same; 3) The age limit 
to vote should be raised to 20; and, 4) There should be no age limit to vote. 
Research Canadian websites and classroom/library resources to read about 
the importance of voting and the right to vote.  Students will write a summary 
of their arguments and present them to the class, following which there will 
be an election to choose the best policy. (Reference The Ontario Curriculum 
Grades 1-8, Revised 2006, Language: Oral Communication, 2.3 and 2.4. 
Reference the 2013 The Ontario Curriculum: Social Studies Grades 1 to 6 
Ministry of Education for Ontario, page 112-114)

•	 Language Arts: Have students work in groups of 3 or 4 to develop a 
persuasive	letter	around	an	issue	of	their	choosing	to	the	political	official	
of their choice (e.g. Mayor, MP, MPP).  This plan must include a letter to 
an appropriate level of administration or government, research on the 
issue noting the impact of the issue and a proposed solution (reference 
The Ontario Curriculum Grades 1-8, Revised 2006, Language: Writing, 3.7 
Publishing, “Students can use a range of appropriate elements of effective 
presentation	in	the	finished	product...(e.g.,...a	formal	letter	layout		for	a	letter	
to	a	public	official”,	page	102).		Students	can	reference	the	anchor	charts	
created in earlier class discussions or use appropriate sites on the internet for 
research purposes.
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